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sell to the Companies most proffitt; onelie, have a reguard not to
be unfurnished at the expectation of our shippinge. You have
the benefitt of 2 harvestes; I doubt not but you shall furnish the
next shipps in good sorte.
Alsoe, I doe appointe you, Master William Starkey, to be head
and cheefe commander over all in this place; but to take the
councell and advise of Thomas Morgan and Master Scott in all
matters, that the Companie may be the better assured of all
thinges that passeth.
And yf yt please God [to lay His hand] upon you, Master
Starkey, and to take you out of this world, I would have you to
give over your chardge and accomptes to Thomas Morgan. And
yf you, Thomas Morgan, die, then to Master Scott1. And yf
you, Master Scott, then to whom you shall thinke moste meete;
alwaies leaveing your thinges in the best manner you cann, and
the playnest.
For such wages as shall be due to men that be here, you may
allowe yt by the yeare or halfe yeare, as you see mens necessities.
Allwaies have reguard that you be not necessited for want of
money; lett not to have 1000 r[ials] of 8 at the least att all tymes
by you.
And for the boyes, lett them not waunt apparrell and neces-
saries that apperteyne unto them, for soe they shall doe you
better service. Lett the cookes boye be bound for 7 yeares; and
to have the freedome of London in his tyme, accompte the 2
yeares that he hath served in our shippe.
Thus I end, desiering you to meete together in the morninges
and eveninges in prayer. God, whom yee serve, shall the better
blesse you in all your affaires. Thus I wish His blessing to be
alwaies upon you, to preserve and keepe you, and to putt His
feare in your hartes. Amen.
Forget not to husband your comodities, that there be
nothinge spoyled nor come to decaye under your handes.
1 Starkie died on 30 June 1603. Morgan had died on 26 April, and so
Edmund Scott took charge of the factory. He returned to England with
Middleton's fleet, and wrote an account of his experiences which was printed
in 1606. Extracts from it were given by Purchas.